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Sept. 7 Labor Day -
 City Offices Closed
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 begins
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 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 21 Regular City Council   
 Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
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NOTE FROM THE MAYOR 
Hon. Bob Werner

(Continued on page 2)

The End of Summer. In what seemed like a prior life, August marked the “end of summer” 
with neighborhood barbeques, family trips, preparations for the next school year, and so 
much more. It was a time when our moms and dads looked forward to our returning to 
a school routine. For us kids, it was that bittersweet time when we realized our period of 
summer childhood freedom was ending with the next year’s challenges awaiting, but we 
also knew that we would soon experience the joy in mastering new challenges and renewed 
friendships separated by summer’s dog days.

This year promises to be different. As of this writing, school starts have been pushed back, 
and administrators are discussing options for on-campus and off campus learning. Kudos 
to our NISD Trustee Carol Harle for all of her efforts in this process. In the ramp up 
to the school year, the only thing for sure is that dedicated professionals with a heart for 
our community’s children are standing by to make an all-in effort this fall semester. Rest 
assured, they along with our community’s children remain central in our overall thoughts 
and prayers.

This challenge marks one of many challenges for communities at large, including anxiety 
over social unrest experienced in many large cities across America. As a community, local 
reports indicate that we have been spared for now, and I believe we can take comfort is the 
excellence of our first responders.

In a time of heightened anxiety, it is important for us to remember and take comfort in 
the bedrock on which our personal foundations are laid. One important communitywide 
foundational attribute is the benefit of our historic collective neighborliness. In so many ways, 
neighborliness is reflective of what the world needs now, and as the pandemic presses on each 
of us, we should pull tightly together and avoid words/actions destined to separate us.

Kudos to First Responders. As a community, the foundation of Shavano Park is grounded 
on the bedrock of excellence in our fire and police departments. Each is recognized on an 
areawide basis for one thing or another.

SPFD. Our fire department is manned by seasoned professionals under the excellent 
leadership of Chief Darrell Dover. Chief Dover heads a department qualifying for a Class 2 
ISO rating, with 1 being the very best and 10 representing less than minimum recognized 
fire protection. This ranks our community in the top 5% nationwide. Most U.S. home and 
business property insurers use the ISO in calculating premiums. In general, communities 
with a good ISO pay a substantially lower premium than communities with a poor ISO.
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CITY OF SHAVANO PARK
INFORMATION

CITY COUNCIL

(Continued from page 1)

City Hall ....................................................................... 493-3478
City Hall Fax ................................................................. 492-3816
Code Compliance ........................................................ 477-0962
DeZavala-Shavano Veterinary Clinic ............................. 699-3939
Emergency Fire/EMS, Police ..................................................911
Fire Administration ....................................................... 492-1111
Municipal Court ........................................................... 492-2607
Non Emergency Fire/EMS, Police ................................. 804-0110
Police Administration .................................................. 492-9248
Public Works ................................................................ 492-2841
Republic Services Customer Service ............................304-2700

HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS

City Hall hours of 
operation are:

Monday through Friday 
from 

8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Hon. Bob Werner
310 Fawn Drive
210-867-0441

mayor@shavanopark.org

Mayor Pro Tem, Michele Bunting Ross
99 Bent Oak

210-413-2622
mross@shavanopark.org

Alderman Maggi Kautz
122 W. Mossy Cup

 210-408-7050
mkautz@shavanopark.org

Alderman Lee Powers
109 Elm Spring
210-559-4831

lpowers@shavanopark.org

Alderman Mike Colemere
111 Painted Post Lane

210-268-4149
mcolemere@shavanopark.org

Alderman Konrad Kuykendall
128 Cliffside

832-947-4928

Municipal Court hours 
of operation are:

Monday through Friday 
from 

8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Year over year, our fire department continues to make incremental 
improvements, with a department goal of joining the top 1% of 
departments nationwide at the Class 1 ISO rating. For each of us, a 
Class 2 ISO rating results in an average 3:30 citywide response time 
and a 10%-15% savings on property insurance premiums. Kudos to 
Chief Dover and our excellent crew!

SPPD. As for our police department, the community crime statistics 
speak volumes about our SPPD. Our results are the envy of area 
communities with an average 2:30 response time. Beyond our 
stellar statistics, where else can any of us live where officers drive by 
our homes every hour to two hours 365 days a year. Each day, our 
citizens can simply sit on the front porch and experience community 
policing firsthand.

In addition to our citizens and Council singing praises for our 
SPPD, the Texas Police Chiefs Association (“TPCA”) has certified 
our SPPD as a Texas top rated agency placing it among fewer than 
10% “Recognized” agencies statewide. The TPCA best practices 
certification was not an easy process, and City Manager Bill Hill 
and Chief Ray Lacy are commended for their pursuit of the same. 
Recognition of our SPPD involved assessment of a full range of 
law enforcement operations, including protection of citizen rights, 
officer training, arrests/search/seizure practices, use of force, vehicle 
pursuits, patrolman investigation operations, property/evidence 
management and so many other benchmarks.

In April 2018, we proudly reported that in February a nine chief 
TPCA board had unanimously awarded our SPPD the “Gold 
Standard” for professional law enforcement in the State of Texas. 
To achieve this recognition, our police department under Chief 
Lacy’s excellent leadership worked to review its policies, procedures, 
training, and operations as we fine-tuned, adopted and implemented 
best practices. Kudos to Chief Lacy, our officers and staff for 
excellence in action.

At a time when other community leaders are running from and 
underfunding police departments, our community proudly supports 
the excellence of both our police and fire professionals, and we 
commend the leadership of each department.

National Night Out. As a community, we do some things very well. 
One item we do very well is our National Night Out community 
event. This annual event gives each of us an opportunity to meet 
with our community’s police and fire personnel.

This year our October 6th event is under review. Of late, the area 
infection rate is falling, and in the next few weeks, City Manager 
Hill and Council will be making a decision concerning the event. 
While we would love to open our community pavilion with this 
event, as of this writing it is too early to announce our decision. 
Please look for a future update in the October Roadrunner and 
in our other community communications.

As always, if you ever have any questions, comments or concerns, 
please call me at 210-867-0441.



www.elsmith.com
210-736-1605

custom designs for
new construction, additions

& remodeling

ph.: (210) 481-3022
cell: (210) 683-3834
jtravis2@satx.rr.com

john travis
architect
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Shavano Park’s History –
Now available Online at 
bexarbibliotecharchive.org

OFFICE OF THE 
CITY MANAGER:

Deer and Hogs – Don’t feed the Deer Corn
I know many of you love the deer that live and wander 
throughout our neighborhoods.  Who doesn’t fall in love with 
the tiny fawns born in May and June each year.  On the other 
hand, many of you find the deer a nuisance and they frustrate 
your ability to grow flowers and gardens.  For all of us, the deer 
are certainly traffic hazards that require our diligent attention at 
night (especially in November).

However, I’ve yet to meet a resident that thought wild hogs were 
cute and part of the “country charm” we love about Shavano 
Park.  In fact, hogs are very destructive – especially to our very 
nice front lawns.  But wait, we don’t have a hog problem in 
Shavano Park do we?

Well, that depends on how we define a problem.  The picture 
below was taken in the creek bottom east of Bentley Manor.  I 
see two adult hogs and six “teenagers”.  This small herd could 
increase rapidly if they stay in our vicinity.  Last year, the 
residents on West Mossy Cup were visited for a couple of months 

at night. We also know that Camp Bullis is overrun by them.  
Unfortunately, there is no easy or feasible way to eliminate them 
once established.  Ask anyone who owns a rural property in 
south Texas – continuous trapping and hunting barely keeps the 
numbers in check.

Deer feeders dispensing or holding corn also attract hogs. 
Once hogs begin coming to feeders they are likely to establish 
themselves in the area.  Once established, no telling how much 
damage they will do.  Please don’t encourage hogs by feeding the 
deer corn.  By the way, although deer love corn it is really not 
a good food source for deer and they absolutely do not need it.

COVID-19 Update
Bexar County stats are approximate as reported by San 
Antonio.  I’m hopeful if the numbers continue to decline, City 
Hall will return to inside access.

Date 7-Day Ave. Hospitalized ICU Ventilator
 New Cases Patients

1 April 19 61 26 17
1 May 28 205 105 54
3 June 57 400 185 80
1 July 670 1019 324 175
22 July 1716 1113 429 287
25 Aug 177 473 207 139

Together we will Get Through This!

Bill Hill
City Manager

Shavano Park Event Calendar
Be sure to mark your calendar for upcoming City events!

National Night Out
October 6, 2020 • 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Holiday Event
December 5, 2020 • 2:30 p.m. – dusk

http://bexarbibliotecharchive.org
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SHRED EVENT
City of Shavano Park will be hosting a paper shredding event 
on Saturday, October 3rd, 2020 at City Hall, 900 Saddletree 
Court from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. or until the truck reaches capacity.

Identity theft and fraud crimes continue to be of great concern 
for all of us. The City of Shavano Park would like to help you 
avoid becoming a victim of identity theft and fraud, by keeping 
your personal information away from the hands of identity 
thieves. One of the methods identity thieves use to steal your 
information is combing through recycling and garbage for 
sensitive information that has been thrown away.

For this reason, the City of Shavano Park recommends and 
encourages citizens to use a shredder (preferably cross-cut) for 
sensitive documents, such as credit card statements, financial 
statements, pre-approved credit card offers, old IRS tax forms, 
bank checks, household bills, and other documents that may 
contain sensitive information.

Community Shred event will be on site with one commercial-
sized shredding truck for this event. Items no larger than staples 
and paper clips may be attached to the papers. Because of the 
popularity of this event each vehicle will only be allowed eight (8) 
standard size Banker style boxes of documents to be shredded.

This event is not for business documents. It is for personal 
documents only that contain personal information that if 
thrown out could lead to identity theft.

Service will be on a first come, first served basis and limited 
to the capacity of the commercial-sized shredding truck. We 
apologize in advance for any inconvenience this may cause 
should the capacity be reached.

CITY COUNCIL NEWS
The City of Shavano Park City Council recently adopted the 
following ordinances at the July City Council Meeting:

O-2020-014 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHAVANO PARK 
EXTENDING A DECLARATION OF LOCAL DISASTER 
AND PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY ISSUED ON 
MARCH 23, 2020 BY MAYOR BOB WERNER, AND 
THE CORRESPONDING ADDENDUMS ISSUED 
ON MARCH 30, 2020, APRIL 27, 2020, JULY 27, 2020  
UNTIL AUGUST 24, 2020 TO CONTINUE ACTIVE 
PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE FOR COVID-19 
CONTINGENCIES. 

PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of Shavano 
Park this the 27th day of July 2020. 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING EXHIBIT I OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 100-12-03 AND THE CITY OF 
SHAVANO PARK CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTERS 
36 - ZONING, TO CORRECT A SCRIVENER’S ERROR 
IN THE SIDE SETBACK REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
WILLOW WOOD PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT; PROVIDING INDEMNITY FOR THE CITY; 
PROVIDING REPEALING AND SAVINGS CLAUSES; 
PROVING A TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

To view the ordinances, please visit the City’s website at www.
shavanopark.org and click on Code of Ordinances (Quick links - lower 
right side) or you may request a copy from the City Secretary.

Know what's below before 
you start a project

Are you planning a home improvement project? 
Installing a new fence or deck? Or just doing some 
landscaping like planting a tree or digging a few holes 
for new shrubs?  The next time your project involves 
digging, be sure to first locate water, electric and natural 
gas lines, as well as cable and phone lines, by calling 811. 
Allow 48 hours (two full working days) for a team to 
come to your property and mark utility lines before your 
project begins. It's the law. For additional information, 
call us at (210) 492-2841.

http://www.alamohandymantx.com
http://www.shavanopark.org
http://www.shavanopark.org


Gallos Plumbing Service Co.Gallos Plumbing Service Co.
Residential and Commercial Service and Repair

Call 210-679-0000
GallosPlumbing@yahoo.com
M-36478 Licensed and Insured

Ask Us About Smart Leak Prevention 
Technology To Protect Your Home 

From Water Damage

• Sewer Camera Inspections • Excavation
• Foundation Leak Repair • Yard Leaks
• Hydrojet Sewer Drain Cleaning
• Water Heaters + Tankless
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S H A V A N O  P A R K

WOMEN'S CLUB
By Diane Struve 

Shavano Park Ladies,

It is Summertime!  But I hope we can meet again before it is 
Indian Summer!  But since I am at home much more these 
days, I did some research.  I always thought Indian summer was 
anytime it was warm in the fall, but it usually is late October and 
early November when it is uncharacteristically warm and hazy.  
This year, I hope Indian Summer comes early and its arrival 
will signal that we are meeting again.  By that time after all 
this isolation and quarantine, we will need to get reacquainted.

But while we await and hope for Indian Summer, the 2020-
2021 Yearbook is readying to go to press. Thank you, Kathy 
Schwesinger, for all your work on that project. Any many 
thanks to those who renewed your membership.  When the 
new Yearbooks are distributed, look for your name among our 
members listed in the Yearbook.

Lori Fanning and Barb Holmes have made plans and put 
them on hold.  It is clear now that the traditional September 
Welcome Meeting and Brunch will not occur this year.  And 
the October Pinspiration event will most likely be rescheduled 
to late October or  deferred.  But there is hope for our plans for 
the rest of the Shavano Park Women’s year. 

Events We Would Like to Host
Events are proposed for the 2nd Thursday of each month unless 
otherwise noted. Dates and events are subject to change due to 
current situation, COVID 19 or otherwise.

• September 10th 10:00 a.m. – Welcome Meeting and 
Brunch to be held at the home of a club member.

• October 8th, Pinspiration – where community meets 
creativity.  Our newest Shavano Park business on the corner 
of NW Military and 1604.  DIY craft studio for holiday 
crafting to include snacks and wine.

• November 12th – Stray Grape Urban Winery located 
on 281. Wine making and tasting experience owned by 
residents of Shavano Park.

• December Holiday Party at the home of a SPW member.

• January 10:30 a.m. – Business Meeting followed by 
Employee Appreciation Luncheon at City Hall.

• February – Women's Heart Health luncheon and guest 
speaker.

• March 9:30 a.m. – Business Meeting and election of 
officers followed by the Quad-Club Luncheon and style 
show at 11:00 a.m.

• April, Gardening Event – landscape in front of the SP 
Fire Department followed by lunch at a TBD restaurant.

• May 10:00 a.m. – Luncheon, Business Meeting and 
Installation of Officers and Gardening Guest Speaker.

So stay tuned, keep healthy, and safe until we can meet 
again.  Be sure to wash your hands, social distance, and 
wear your mask as needed.

Have you used motor 
oil in your home? Used 
batteries? Old paint?

There is a convenient service offered in your community for 
you to properly dispose and recycle home-generated special 
materials– safely, easily and responsibly. These items may 
include paints, spray paint, wood stain, household cleaners, 
compact fluorescent lamps(CFL), automotive products, 
gasoline, antifreeze, pesticide, insecticide, household and 
vehicle batteries and more, that can be conveniently picked 
up at your home by simply scheduling a collection.

For a complete list of acceptable items, program guidelines 
and to schedule a FREE home collection:

Go to WMATYOURDOOR.COM
Call 1-800-449-7587
Email ATYOURDOOR@WM.COM

For qualified residents of suburban cities and unincorporated Bexar 
County only.



News that’s
close to home.

Discounts • Multiple AD Sizes
Ask about other newsletters in your area

210-558-3160 sales@neighborhoodnews.com

ADVERTISE HERE
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Police Administration: 492-9248

Ray Lacy
Police Chief

FIRE 
BLOTTER

Fire Administration: 492-1111

75 Total 
Fire Department Calls 

for July 2020

149 Total 
Police Department Calls 
for service in July 2020

93 Total 
Officer Initiated Citizen 
Contacts

POLICE 
BLOTTER

Darrell Dover
Fire Chief

6 Criminal Calls

2 Arrest of Wanted Persons

1 Burglary of Building

1 Evading Arrest

1 Narcotics (class C)

1 Theft

143 Non-Criminal Calls

3 Accidents (minor)

23 Alarm Calls

3 Animal Calls

36 Assist Fire Department / EMS

5 Assist Other Agencies

3 Assist Public

7 City Ordinance Violations

1 Criminal Trespass Warning

4 Deceased Persons

3 Disturbances

7 Information 

1 Recovered / Found Property

19 Suspicious Activity

2 Traffic Hazards

5 Welfare Concern

21 911 Hang-up Calls

93 Officer Initiated Contacts

93 Community Policing Contacts / Crime Preventions

17 Fire Alarms

5 Residential Fire Alarm in Shavano Park (nothing found)

5 Commercial Fire Alarm in Shavano Park (nothing found)

1 Responded for a vehicle fire

1 Responded for tree branches on fire due to touching electrical wires

1 Responded to assist Camp Bullis Fire with a Brush Fire

1
Responded to assist Bexar Bulverde with a residential fire alarm with smoke 
showing

1 Responded to assist Leon Valley with a commercial building fire

1 Responded to assist Leon Springs with a residential building fire

1 Dispatched and Cancelled

43 Rescue/EMS Calls

39 EMS Calls – not involving a motor vehicle collision

4 Motor Vehicle Collision

3 Service Calls

1 Standby (Commercial Activated Fire Alarms, Leon Springs)

2 Standby (Commercial Activated Fire Alarms, Leon Valley)

9 Good Intent Calls

2 Assist Hollywood Park (cancelled en route)

1 Assist Leon Springs (cancelled en route)

4 Assist Bexar-Bulverde (cancelled en route)

1 Assist Leon Valley (cancelled en route)

1 Assist District 7 (cancelled en route)

3 Public Service Calls

1
Participated in the memorial service honoring the passing of Bexar County 
Emergency Coordinator Kyle Coleman

1 Assisted a resident and Public Works with water cleanup

1
Assisted Police Department with the use of a ladder over a fence for 
access

0 Hazardous Calls

http://www.diversifiedremodeling.net
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You’ve probably got a box of baking soda sitting at the back of 
your fridge, but this powerful deodorizer has hundreds of uses 
around the home.

Clean an automatic coffee maker
Properly caring for your automatic coffee maker means never 
having to worry about bitter or weak coffee. Every two weeks 
or so, brew a pot of one litre of water mixed with a quarter cup 
of baking soda, followed by a pot of clean water.

Clean your hair
When it comes to personal grooming, too much of a good thing 
(we’re talking built-up gel, hairspray and conditioner) can spell 
bad news for your hair. But a thorough cleansing with baking 
soda at least once a week will wash all of the gunk out of your 
hair. Simply add one tablespoon of baking soda to your hair 
while shampooing. In addition to removing all the chemicals 
you put in your hair, it will wash away water impurities and 
may actually lighten the color of your hair.

Clear a clogged drain
Most kitchen drains can be unclogged by pouring in 1 cup of 
baking soda followed by one cup of hot vinegar (heat it in the 
microwave for one minute). Give it several minutes to work, 
then add one litre of boiling water. Repeat if necessary.

Soften beans
Afraid those dry beans have been on the shelf too long? Help soften 
them by adding a pinch of baking soda to the soaking water.

Get rid of fishy odors
Been chopping something pungent? The smell of garlic or fish 
can linger on your fingers long after the food is gone. To avoid 
that, scrub your wet hands with baking soda (as if it were soap), 
then rinse in warm water. Your hands will smell sweet (and feel 
softer too).

Deep-clean a funky-smelling dishwasher
Sort out the stink with a baking soda wash. Put 1 cup of 
baking soda in the bottom of the dishwasher and run it on a 
rinse cycle. If the smell persists, sprinkle a few tablespoons on 
the bottom of the washer to sit there between loads. There’s no 
need to rinse it out before running the next load.

Take the sting out of sunburn
Pour a cup of baking soda into a lukewarm bath, then soak and 
relax. It will help lessen the pain more quickly.

Benefits Benefits 
and Uses of and Uses of 
Baking SodaBaking Soda
Source: www.readersdigest.ca

20% OFF
All Repairs
Must Mention this Ad.

Not Valid with Other offers.

Expires 9/30/2020

$500 OFF
New Equipment

Must Mention this Ad.

Not Valid with Other offers.

Expires 9/30/2020

210-521-1500210-521-1500

 EMERGENCY 24/7 SERVICE    
 FAST RESPONSE!
• 20+ Years Experience
• Affordable & Dependable 

Estimates
• Affordable Preventative 

Maintenance Plans
• AC Financing & Installation 

Loans
• Service Warranties

www.ServiceFirstactx.com

Free Entree
Buy One Entree at Regular Price

Get 2nd Entree Free*
(of equal or lesser value)

2177 NW Military Hwy, 78213

210-290-9833
www.thaitopaz.com

Order To-Go & Pay Online
ordering.app/thaitopaz/pickup

Two ways to claim offer:
Text "youremail shavanopark" (no quotation marks) to (210) 960-9627.

Example: johnsmith@gmail.com shavanopark
OR Go to https://www.egiftia.com/shavanopark
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SHAVANO PARK RESIDENTIAL
BRUSH and BULK ITEMS PICKUP

City of Shavano Park contracts with Republic Services to 
provide bi-annual brush / bulk pickup service. A new Brush / 
Bulk schedule is now in place for the upcoming Fall pick up 
beginning September 7th. The city is now divided into five 
areas, please refer to the map below or www.shavanopark.org  to 
determine the date your area will be picked up.  We ask residents 
to start putting brush at the curb in front of their home not more 
than one week before your scheduled pick up date.

There is a ten (10) cubic yard limit per household, any amount 
exceeding this limit may result in an additional fee from 
Republic Services. For comparison - One (1) cubic yard is two 
(2) 95-gallon carts. Citizens are provided one (1) 95-gallon cart.

RESIDENTIAL BRUSH PICK UP ONLY!!!! – 
Commercial Tree Trimmers that you hire for  tree 
trimming must remove the trimmed waste as it will not 
be picked up by Republic Services. If your contractor does 
not want to haul the trimmings, you may contact Republic 
Services at 210-304-2700 for a price estimate to remove 
the contractor’s waste.

SEPTEMBER 7th

Huntington
Willow Wood

Bentley Manor

SEPTEMBER 8th–9th

Shavano Creek

SEPTEMBER 10th–11th

The “Estates”

SEPTEMBER 14th–15th

"Old Shavano" – West of NW Military

SEPTEMBER 16th–18th

"Old Shavano" – East of NW Military

http://www.vdwws.com
http://www.shavanopark.org
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Accepted Materials:
• Shrubs / Tree Branches / Woody Vines / Other 

herbaceous and woody plants
• BBQ grills (without compressed gas tanks)
• Carpeting
• Fencing
• Furniture
• Mattresses
• Toilets
• Water heaters
• Appliances ***Refrigerators, freezers, and a/c 

window units will be collected only if refrigerant 
has been removed and the appliance is tagged and 
certified, indicating removal of refrigerant***

Materials Not Accepted:
• Household Trash
• Hazardous Materials (paints, household cleaners)
• Compressed Gas Tanks
• Tires
• Televisions / Computers
• Medical Waste
• Appliances with refrigerant that have not been 

removed and certified.

Sept .  7Sept .  7

Sept .  7Sept .  7

Sept .  16 - 18Sept .  16 - 18

Sept .  14 - 15Sept .  14 - 15

Sept .  10 - 11Sept .  10 - 11

S ept .  8  -  9S ept .  8  -  9

Sept .  7Sept .  7

M
K

T
-1

9
5
2
G

-A

edwardjones.com
 rebmeM SIPC

Kris Summers, CFP®
Financial Advisor

14603 Huebner Rd Suite
3001

 

San Antonio, TX 78230
210-479-1086

http://edwardjones.com
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By Seth Patterson, SAWS GardenStyle San Antonio

A door orb-weaver, or adore an orb-weaver? Both phrases were 
entirely relevant when I received an email a few weeks ago from a 
very proud and adoring duplex dweller. She had sacrificed her entire 
front doorway so that the stunning yellow orb-weaver (Argiope 
aurantia), which had taken up residence and strung up a massive 
two-foot-plus web in front of the door, could live in peace.

Of course, it’s not often you find a spider as appreciated as this lucky 
lady, who was very appropriately named Charlotte.

Despite her namesake from the much-loved children’s book and 
subsequent movies, most spiders unfortunately don’t have it quite 
so good. The reality is that the stigma around spiders is a dark one 
fueled by misinformed fear, which leads to so many spiders being 
needlessly and senselessly killed.

Fact: there are only a few spiders to be cautious around, and of 
those, almost none are likely to be out in the open in our gardens. 
Also, most spiders are exceedingly beneficial to have around 
our homes and gardens as they are experts at pest control! Flies, 
mosquitos, roaches and countless other undesirable insects that we 
spend countless hours and money trying to eradicate are all favorite 
meals to a spider.

Like Charlotte, the most prominent spiders you’ll see in your 
gardens and landscapes belong to a family of spiders known as orb-
weavers (Araneidae). As their name implies, they’re best known for 
building impressive circular webs designed to absorb the impact 
of flying insects without breaking. And, anyone who has ever 
inadvertently walked through one knows these webs are practically 
indestructible.

The center of the web is usually adorned with an intricate, fascinating 
design known as stabilimentum. While there is much debate as to 
the true purpose of these decorative touches, some speculate they 
may be used to help camouflage the spider from would-be predators 
and even to make the web more visible to larger animals that could 
damage or destroy it by walking or flying through it. Whatever its 
purpose, it’s certainly a nice touch to an already lovely structure.

While orb-weavers come in all shapes, colors and sizes, there is one 
universal characteristic: they’re all harmless to humans. That’s not 
to say you can’t be bitten by one, but it’s very unlikely. And if you 
are, the venom itself is likened to that of an ant or wasp sting. It’ll 
hurt for a bit, but then not so much.

That said, orb-weavers are exceedingly non-aggressive and would 
only ever bite if provoked or restrained. So if you walk through one 
of their webs, remember that as scared as you may be, they really are 
more frightened of you. Just calmly coax the poor spider off you and 
back onto a nearby bush or shrub. No need to flail, slap, scream or 
run. Just breathe and maybe apologize for ruining someone’s home? 
No pressure, but it would be a kind gesture.

Garden Spider:Garden Spider:
Friend or Foe?Friend or Foe?

Pet-Friendly Household Plants
Courtesy of ASPCA

Plants can really liven up a space, but some variet-
ies can make pets seriously sick, making it difficult to 
know which plants you can bring home without worry. 
That’s why the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center 
(APCC) has put together a handy list of common house-
plants that are pet-friendly for your home and yard.

1. American Rubber Plant – Common Names: Pepper Face, 
Baby Rubber Plant. Fun Fact: There are more than 1,000 species 
of this plant!

2. Spider Plant – Common Names: Ribbon plant, Anthericum, 
Spider Ivy. Fun Fact: Grows 60 cm tall. Removes formaldehyde, 
xylene and toluene from the air.

3. Cast Iron Plant – Common Names: Cast Iron Plant, Bar-room 
Plant. Fun Fact: Native to Japan and Taiwan.

4. Christmas Cactus – Common names: Easter Cactus, Holiday 
Cactus. Fun Fact: Native to Brazil and blooms in December, 
thus its name—Christmas Cactus.

5. African Violet – Common Names: Cape Marigold. Fun Fact: 
There are approximately 20 species and thousands of hybrids.

6. Phalaenopsis Orchid – Common Names: Moth Orchid, Moon 
Orchid, Butterfly Orchid, Phals. Fun Fact: Flowers can last for 
three months or longer from one blub. There are over 50 species 
and hundreds of hybrids.

7. Boston Fern – Common Names: Boston Fern, Sword Fern. Fun 
Fact: Fronds grow approximately three feet tall.

8. Donkey’s Tail (Succulent) – Common Names: Horse’s Tail, 
Burro’s Tail, Lamb’s Tail. Fun Fact: Native to south Mexico. 
Donkey’s tail is a blooming plant but rarely blooms indoors.

9. Gerbera Daisy – Common Names: Transvaal Daisy, African 
Daisy, Veldt Daisy, Gerber Daisy. Fun Fact: They can grow 24 
inches tall. If they are grown indoors, they can bloom any time 
of year and blooms can last four to six weeks.

10. Blue Echeveria (succulent) – Common Names: Maroon 
Chenille, Painted Lady, Copper Rose, Wax Rosette, Plush Plant, 
Hen and Chicks. Fun Fact: They can grow up to 8 inches tall. 
In summer, this plant blooms small bell-shaped flowers that are 
orange, yellow and pink. Blooming can last for several weeks.

If you suspect your pet has been exposed to any poisonous substances 
or potentially toxic plants, contact your veterinarian or call APCC at 
(888) 426-4435 immediately.
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High-Quality Service
A Clean Grill is a healthy grill!
People appreciate the luxury of human interaction, a 
social gathering around a source of warmth and food that 
creates a positive and welcoming atmosphere.  Our 
research has proven that families would enjoy more social 
gatherings if some of the responsibilities of creating the 
moment, such as keeping the grill cleaned were taken 
care of.  We have removed this burden and created a 
company that directly addresses this need. By cleaning 
and maintaining grills, and keeping them healthy and safe 
to use, we have given families more time to enjoy the 
things that they love most about the cookout.

210-781-0283 www.pitcrewgcs.com

Protect Yourself
We understand the safety risks 
and health issues associated 

with your grill and we have the 
experience and skill to properly 

address those factors.

Residential & Commercial  •  Service Plans Available
Serving San Antonio, Austin, and surrounding areas

YOU COOK…WE CLEAN!
Professional

Grill Cleaning Service

Call us TODAY!
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NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
The leading information and knowledge resource
on fire, electrical and related hazards

Car Fire
SafetySafety

Car Fire

Cars can catch fire for many reasons. 
Mechanical or electrical issues are the 
most common cause. A car can also catch 
fire as the result of a bad crash. If you 
see smoke or flames or smell burning 
rubber or plastic, respond immediately. 

Cars can catch fire for many reasons. 
Mechanical or electrical issues are the 
most common cause. A car can also catch 
fire as the result of a bad crash. If you 
see smoke or flames or smell burning 
rubber or plastic, respond immediately. 

How to prevent a car fire 
• Have your car serviced regularly by a professionally 

trained mechanic. If you spot leaks, your car is not 
running properly, get it checked. A well-maintained 
car is less likely to have a fire.

•  If you must transport gasoline, transport only a 
small amount in a certified gas can that is sealed. 
Keep a window open for ventilation.

• Gas cans and propane cylinders should never be 
transported in the passenger compartment.

•  Never park a car where flammables, such as grass, 
are touching the catalytic converter.

•  Drive safely to avoid an accident.

Know the danger signs 
• Cracked or loose wiring or electrical problems, 

including a fuse that blows more than once
•  Oil or fluid leaks
•  Oil cap not on securely
•  Rapid changes in fuel or fluid level, or engine 

temperature

What to do if your car is on fire 
• Pull over as quickly as it is safe to do so, be sure to use your signal as you make your 

way to a safe location off the road such as the breakdown lane or rest stop.
•  Once you have stopped, TURN OFF the engine.
•  GET everyone out of the car. Never return to a burning car for anything.
•  MOVE everyone at least 100 feet from the burning car and well away from traffic.
•  CALL 9-1-1.

Most crashes do NOT result in 
fire. In the event of any crash, 
call 9-1-1. If there is no sign 
of fire, wait for emergency 

assistance to help any injured 
individuals out of the car. 

FACT

Most car fluids are 
flammable. Heat and 
electrical sparks
plus leaking
fluid are all it
takes to start
a car fire. 
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Sheet Pan 
Chicken Fajitas
Ingredients:
• 1/4 cup Taco seasoning
• 1 tbsp Olive oil
• 1 Lime, juiced
• 2 lbs boneless skinless chicken breasts, 

cut into thin slices
• 1 Red onion, sliced thin
• 1 Red bell pepper, sliced thin
• 1 Yellow bell pepper, sliced thin
• 1 Green bell pepper, sliced thin
• Small flour tortillas, warmed
• Avocado, cilantro, salsa or hot sauce (optional)

Directions:
In a large bowl make a marinade using the taco seasoning, 
olive oil and lime juice. Toss the chicken, red onion and bell 
peppers together with the marinade. If you have time, allow to 
marinate, covered for 1 hour. If not, bake right away. Preheat 
oven to 375°F. Spread the chicken and vegetable mixture onto 
a rimmed sheet pan. Bake for 15-20 minutes, or until meat is 
cooked through. If you want to add some char to meat and 
veggies, broil for another 3 minutes. Serve with warm tortillas, 
salsa, guacamole, avocado, sour cream and fresh cilantro.

Source: www.themodernproper.com

How can I grocery shop safely 
in the time of COVID-19?
When grocery shopping, keep at least 1-metre 
distance from others and avoid touching your eyes, 
mouth and nose. If possible, sanitize the handles 
of shopping trolleys or baskets before shopping. 
Once home, wash your hands thoroughly and 
also after handling and storing your purchased 
products. There is currently no confirmed case of COVID-19 
transmitted through food or food packaging.
Source: https://www.who.int/

Is wearing rubber gloves 
while out in public effective 
in preventing the coronavirus 
infection?
No. Regularly washing your bare hands offers 
more protection against catching COVID-19 
than wearing rubber gloves.

You can pick up COVID-19 contamination on rubber gloves.  
If you then touch your face, the contamination goes from your 
glove to your face and can infect you.
Source: https://www.who.int/

You should be comfortable

Texas IPS is here to help you
improve your overall health
and get you back to
breathing comfortably.

TexasIPS.com 210-690-7400

https://www.who.int/
https://www.who.int/
http://texasips.com
http://southwestexteriors.com


Seeking:
Account Executive

Advertising Sales

Several Markets Available

(210)(210) 775-5834
Generous Compensation Pkg.

Page 15CITY OF SHAVANO PARK

SHAVANOPARK.ORG 

SHAVANO PARK CLASSIFIEDS
Pet sitting, Baby Sitting, and Lawn Care Service:  Zachary 
Jackson, 15 years old. Contact me at 210-273-9253, or zachjack7@
yahoo.com. I live in Bentley Manor, and I am a Cadet Corporal in 
the TMI Corps of Cadets.

Pet Sitting / Plant Watering:  CJ Valenciano, 14 years old, 8th 
Grader. I have been helping my two sisters do this for years! I’m 
dependable and diligent. Serving Shavano Creek and Bentley Manor 
only (for now) (Posted August 2019). (210) 315-1657

Baby sitting/house sitting/pet sitting:  Clarissa Valenciano, Clark 
High School Junior, 16 years old. Trustworthy, responsible, and I 
have my own vehicle. Red Cross Certified in Babysitting. Contact 
me at (210) 209-6171

Babysitting/House Sitting/Pet Sitting: Ava Smith, 15 years old. 
Freshman Dance Major at North East School of the Arts (NESA). 
4th year teacher assistant at Earle Cobb Dance Studio. Shavano 
Creek resident. Red Cross Certified in Babysitting. I love animals 
and kids! Contact me at 210-445-0320.

Computer Services:  Collin Schiebel. I am 16 years old and have 
a natural knack for computers and problem solving. I built my 
own PC from the ground up at the age of 13 and have been using 
Windows and MacOS systems. I work on any computer issues and 
will gladly help you set up your laptop or desktop system. If I am 
unable to resolve your issue in a timely manner, I do not charge 
anything. Please message me directly for schedule and pricing details 
at collinpcservices@outlook.com or call (210) 519-9302.

To add, remove, or edit a classified ad (teen service or for sale-type items 
only), call 210-558-3160 or email Ariel@NeighborhoodNews.com.  If 
emailing, please put "Shavano Park Classifieds" on the subject line.

Power washing, Lawn care, Moving services, Outdoor work & 
Anything else you need! Truett Heintzelman, 18 years old, Clark 
‘20, UT Austin ‘24. Luke Gibson, 19 years old, Princeton ‘23. We 
both grew up and live in Old Shavano Park. Luke 210-620-7799, or 
Truett 210-710-5201.

Matson Brothers – Powerwashing, Odd lawn jobs, Lawn 
mowing. Experience in Shavano Park with references. Reasonable 
prices, hard working and dependable. Ryan Matson (14); Ian Matson 
(16) 210-596-8858; matson.lawn@gmail.com

Pet Sitting/House Sitting/Plant Care:  Maria Scarpino, 17 years 
old, I live in Shavano Creek.  I have 6+ years of experience in taking 
care of pets and am available for pet care.  I am also available for 
house sitting and plant care.  Contact me at mariascarpino2@gmail.
com or (210) 409 - 7394.

FOR SALE: I take orders for face mask. I make them with elastic 
which are comfortable to wear. Made with cotton fabric and I can 
do personalized embroidery also. Regular Adult size: $8 and child 
size: $6. For embroidery price may vary. I also make or take orders 
for quilting (baby quilt, throws), embroidery and handwoven scarf 
made on a floor loom. Contact me at 210-373-2117 if interested. I 
live in Bentley Manor.

Howdy Neighbor!

 Make a difference in the community you serve.
 Build a foundation for your future.
 Work with a well established local company.
 Receive comprehensive on-going training and support.

(210) 558-3160 Info@NeighborsChoice.com

Neighbors Choice LLC, is a company that offers qualified 
individuals a franchise opportunity to produce 

Neighborhood Newsletters, Websites, E-blasts and other 
communication tools that neighborhoods need and rely on.

Currently Seeking Applicants In:
Austin, DFW, Houston, El Paso,
Arlington, Corpus Christi
and throughout Texas

What we offer: What you do:

Make SalesPrinting Shipping

Community Builder

Work at Home

Graphic Design

Franchise Opportunity Available 
with Neighbors ChoiceTM
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Recycle day

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2

Planning & Zoning 
Commission Mtg 

6:30 p.m.

3 4 5

6 7
Labor Day - City 
Offices Closed

Brush / Bulk Pick 
up begins

8 9 10 11 12

13 14
Special City
Council Mtg
6:30 p.m.

15 16 17 18 19

20 21
Regular City 

Council Meeting 
6:30 p.m.

22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30


